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SENATOR SALTONSTALL QUESTIONED ABOUT CIA

Guest: 3enator Leverett Saltonstall, Mass,

Panel of reporters: George Herman, GBS News
Sawuel Schaffer, Newsweek -
Hartin Agronsky, CBS News

The follewing was heard, in part:

FARTIN ACHONSKY: Sensior, youlre g
ef Senator MeCarthy of Minnozota, and he
infiuence of the CIA on foreign policles
nernaps oo wach and 1t is harmful., How

SENATOR BALTONSTALL: I'm very much
invgstigation, Martin, for {this roason.

weat responsible free nation inthe world.

mewber of the subcomumittee
sosks to lnvestigate the
-~ he feels that it is

do you feel about this?

sgainagt such an
We're the largsst and

Ye know that therasis

got to ke a certain smount of intelligence 1n othor nations of the
We kiow that it is belng
dong on us here In the Ualted States. HNow you canftt have an
intelligense agancy operated antirely in the public. For whst
reagon == for no other that we would lose zome of our sagents,

We Enow thait there are a ceorbtaln nuwmber of them that are taken

avay Trom us overy year ~- not msny wo hope ~- but that operation

world, which is uscesusary for us to lnow,.

hag got  Ho be wunder cover,

Now from a congressional point of view, I'm on the subcomwitteo
shat has handled that ever since ltas inception -« in fact I was the
acting chalrwan of the confereonce commiittee that adopted the Defense
Doparfwent as a unit, and we can got any Information from the CIA,
under its loadors -- Dullesg, MoCone, and now Rahorn, that we want
%0, and thaytre completely open. They'll give us anything we want,
bvt wo try to keep it seoret, We have no reporter at those hearings,
or anything olese. We've got to operate that way, and I would be

vory wach agalnst an open investlgation,

ACRONSKY: But, Ssnator, Senator McCarthyt*s concern is a
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aifferent ono. His Peeling 1s that the CIA influencoes the conduct
of Torelign policy, and perhaps in a bad way. As for example there
200 wany indlcations that a CIA evaluation resulted in the flasco

an the Bay of Plgs. That’'a vhet concerns Senator MoCarthy.

SENATOR SALTONSTALL: Well, I don'% agroe with that, Martine
The CILA gathors facts, just 1iko the Armed Forces sides in varioua
subasgles, just like the Stato Deparitment, and those fects are all
ot kogather in one memorandum. and I think every day 14's given
%o the President, and all cur Hop leading officials. And the CIA
12 the whipping boy of & loi of these questions, because they know
i% can't answer, and furthermwore we want o roemember, that the
Dapartwent of Dafense can’'t carry on subversive warfare, as that
torm ia used. Thatts got to be done by the CIA.

CEORGE HERMAN: Senator, cne of your Republlean colleagues,
Bob Wilson of the Congrossional Cawpaign committee says that
Presicent Johnson, goling to Hawall at this time, taking with him
four Cablnet mowbers aund the chairman of the Join% Chiefs of
s%alfl is foollsh and reckless. Youlve had sowe experience with
this kind of operatlon. What'e your opinion?

SALTONSTALL: I would no% -- I have great respsct for Bob
Wilson, I wouldn't agree with hilm on that -- I think the way to
got information 1la to go %o sseithoe people who can glve it %o you,
and 1T President Johnson is golng over %o Honolulu to try to got
the information first-hand -- as President of the United States,
he could have theose men come over here -~ but it's bettor to go
half way in thls long trip, and meot them. And the only risk --
1 1% is a8 risk -- 1s of an airplane accident, and in these days
the presldential planes, they've got as wuch security there as
you and I have on the Washington streoets. . .
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